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/Bein~ the third in a series of field studies
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the state of Arizona/
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I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Kanab Creek Roadless Area consists of approximately
71,000 acres In Kanab and Grand Canyons, It is about twenty miles
long, and from two to ten miles wide, The roadless area extends
fronm Snake Gulch on the north to the Colorado River on the south,
and from the western rim of Hanab Canyon east to a noint near Taneats
Creclt in the Grand Canyon, Ilevation ranges between 7200 to 2000 feet,

Kanab Creel is a major tributary of the Grand Canyon,
It is an intermittent stream, with vermanent water only in the
extreme lower cnd of the roadless area, near the Colorado River,
The creclt begins in southern Utah and flows more or less due south
past the towms of Hanab and Fredonia and into the Colorado River
in the Grand Canyon. Between Fredonia (on the Arizona-Utah border)
and ‘the Colorado River, Xanab Creeck has carved a magnificant canyon
in the sandstone plateau, Kanab Canyon is very deev and rugsmed,
with vertical cliffs and many steep side canyons, It 1s geologically
and biologically similar to the Grand Canyon, but on a much smaller
scale, The entire area is extremely steep and rugged, with very
1ittle vegetation,

THE UPPER AREA

The uprer part of the rcadless unit (north of Junp-Up
Canyon) is very ruc~ed and barren, but spectacularly beautiful.
At the rim, sheer limestone clifii's drop hundreds of feet to steen
.talus slopes, wnich slant dowm to the inner basin of the canyon,
Between the creclk and the talus slopes is a broad, rocliy arca brelien
by many side canyons, Hhanab Creelt If'lows in an inner gorge at tne
bottom of the Ti-shaned canvon, “The drv streambed is narrow, windinec,
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farther dovmstream, the deeper the canycn, the steener the talus
slores, and the hisher the c¢liffs, At the junction of Junp-Up
Canyon, one of the larzest side canyons, therc is a desolate
wilderness of deev gorges, roclzy sloves, and sandstone rock fermations,
At this point, Xenab Canron sironsly resanbleslthe Crand Canyon,.

Vezetation is primarily Unmer Sonaran in character, Above the
rim is rollins, rocky country with sace and juni»er, but these die
out for the most »art belcw the rim, The scanty limestcne soil
sup—orts only stunted desert brush, There is some light rivarian
growth in the streambed,

Wildlife throucnout the area includes desert bighorn sheen,
deer, bobcat, mountain lion, coyote, badser, fox, Gambel's quail,
and many small rodents and reptiles., Chulzar partridge and turley
have been introduced into the arca., There are no fish, due to the
lack of water,

THE LOWER ARE

The part of Kanab Canvon south of Jump-Up Cenyon 1s generally
steeper and more rugred than the unper arca. The canyon is wider
and rockicr, and the cliffs are highér. Surai sandstone is rrcdomi-
nant over the limestone characteristic of the unper recions, Thefe
are many narrow, rugged side canyons, most of them un-naned, Year
the Colorado River, Fanab Creslk flows wmermanently, However, the
water has n high alkalai content and is of dubious drinking quality.
The arca abounds in good freshwater svrings, but tneir rellability

is miestionable,

M loucr vors of the readlless unit includes 2 breod aren
adjacont teo the Coleorade itiver, Within this area arc nany lar-e
5ids canyons drainin-~ dirsetly inte the Ceoleorade, ineclndinc  deer
franTs and 50 heanLioul 0e1ls s% 1ts -icuth., Decr Crecin 1s the onlre



flowing stream (other than the extreme lower part of XKanab) within
the roadless area, althouch the nerrenial Tapeats Creek flows near
the eastern bcundry. Other attractions in this area include Fish-
talil Canyon, Fishtail Mesa, Bonita Creck, Survrise Valley, and the

increasingly vooular Thunder River Trail.

v n A moa

) |



ITI, OCUTSIDE INWFLUENCES

The Kanab Creek Roadless “‘rea is fortunate in that man's
impact is minimal, There arc a few [ences, rrimlitive trails, and
develoned springs, but 1ittle other noticable activity,

Grazinec- there are four grazing permits in the roadless unit,

on the Indian Pasture and Kanab Creck allotments, The Kanab Creck
allotment has three permitces with term permits for 1L7 cattle
November 16-l’ay 15 and 50 cattle December 1-June 30, The Indian
Pasture allctment has a temporary permit for llI0 horses, lovember 16-
May 165,

Timber- there is no timber In the roadless unit,

Minerals- most of the Roadless area is within the Grand Canyon
National Game Reserve (east of Kanab Creek, south of Snake Gulch),
and this would preclude any mineral entry. There are no known claims
in the area, although there is a possibility that a small copper-
bearing area to the west of Kanab Creek may be mineralized, There
is a small existing copper mine in Hacks Canyon Jjust west of the
proposed area, There arc rumors of an old Spanish gold mine iﬁ
the area,

Water Richts- belong to the Forest Service, The only permanent

trater is located in Deer Crecit, lower Ilanab Crecelr, and nunerous
snrings of varying sizes,

Private T.and- 21l land within the roadless area is !'lational orest

- land, Ttowever, it is extremely immortant that [lacks Canyon, Gra=a
Canren, and tiie vorticn of Manab Crecok nertih of Snal:e Tuler be
treated in any cormrenensive nlan for the area, <1his is BLi land,

and boundries for a wilderness studw aren should be coordinated
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A vortion of the westcrn rim is located in the Grand Canyon National
Monument, It 1s pcssible that part of the roadless arca may
eventually ~o to the Park Service as shown in theif nev Grand Canvon
Master Ylan, However, they would probably not take the entire arca
deserving wilderness study. There 18 also a possibility of a

Grand Canyon ‘/ilderness Area, into which Kanab Creelk would be

included, See addendum I,

Archeolerical Consideraticns- There are nany archeolosgical sites

scattered throushout the area, including petroglyphs and cliff and
cave dwellings, Yone of the sites are particularly large or important,
but they are larcely intact and unexnlcered,

Access- is extremely limited, The area is difficult to reach
except by foot or horsebaclt, and a grecat deal of effort is necessary
to reach the area or to travel through it, Access into the canyon

£

is either from the upnermest vart ol Kanab Creek or from one of the
side canyons., There are few trails, rnostly ranching and wildlife
paths. The only sisnifizant traill is the Forest Service maintained
Thunder River trail in the lower eastern part of the area, This
trail is becoming quite povular, but use is still relatively light

as ccmpared to the more well-lmovm trails in the Arand Canyon,

Public Use- Increasines numbers of neople have been hiking the length

of l.anab Canyon dowm to the Colorado River, As »reviously rnentioned,

the Thunder Diver trall is often used for access into the Trand Canren,
Reercation ov-ortunitiec are limited to hilking, huntinsg, camning,

"and river-runain-~, ‘lowever, the visitor to the area rust be almost
comnletely seli-reliant, with food, water, sheltecr, and heln alnost
mattaineble, Me to these hardshins, only the hardlest outdoorsman
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thousand neonle visit the area yearly, Use of this small area far
exceeds all other human use of the Kanab Creel: basin, Use is not
likely to increase with a wilderness designation, and in any case
impact will remain slight,

Other- see addendum II.



ITII., RICOMIIZNDATIONS

The FEanab Creecl: Roadless Areca would definately make an
excellent wilderness area, It is one of thc most beautiful and
least known canyons in the state, and it provides endless opoortunities
for the avid hiker or outdoorsman, But, more importantly, it offers
much the same as the ZSrand Canyon on a smaller, more "intimate"
scale, Geology, vewetation, and wildlife are essentially the same,
Therefore it would be possible to, in effect, study the geology,
flora, and fauna of the Grand Canyon without ever setting foot in it,
Kanab's reduced scale »rovides a perfect study area for those not
wishing to taclitle the rmch larger Grand Canyon.

We support the Forest Service plan of a 71,000 acre wilderness,
with boundries as set down in the nlan, ﬁowevcr, as mentioned earlier,
it is important that BLM and ational Monument land on the west and
north be considered, as well as Snake Gulch and Little Spring and
Slide Canyons on the north.

Fred Arbogast, Big Springzs District Ranger, confided to us
that he has recommended the area for wilderness study, so theré

aprear to be few obstacles for a Kanab Creek Wilderness Area,



ADDZIIDUM I

Boundries

The matter of boundries is a complicated one. Oh the west,
the roadless arca boundry follows the Ilatlonal Forest boundry, leavins
out about hall the western rim and all the side canyons on that side;
notably Hacks and Grama Canyons, (Hacks has a jeep trail partially
down, and may be Dpassable all the way to Kanab,) ost of that land
belongzs to the BIM, but a porticn north of the Colorado River and
south of Chamberlain Canyon is in the Grand Canyon ¥Wational !Monument.
On the north, the Forest boundry follows the north rim of Snake Gulch,
Yet Snake Gulch, Little Svring Canvon, and Slide Canyon, all roadless
side canyons in llational Forest land, have been left out of the

proposal,
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ADDENDUIT IT

Dams and Tower Plants

In 1961, the Arizona Power Authority aopplied with the
Federal Power Commission and the Bureau of Reclamation to build a
hydroelect»ic dam in larble Canyon, upstream of the northeast corner
of the Grand Canyon National Parlk, 925 of the water passins throuch
the dam would be diverted and tunnclcd.under b2 miles of mountains
for the generation of hydrovower at the mouth of Kanab Creek, In
addition to the vower plant, there would be a reservoir on ¥anab
Creelz, vherzin water from ilarble Canyon would be stored for use at
the nower nlant in times of veal demand,

However, the Suvrerie Court decided in fawor of the conservationisis
in 1968f‘ The issue is, for the most nart, dead, but it still
deserves mention here, A nower plant at the mouth of Kanab Canyon
would be disastrous, as would a huge reservoir drowning out lower
Kanab Canyon, The prdposzd power plant, reservoir, and part of the
tunnel from Marble Canyon Dam would be in the present roadless area,

Again, this is largely a dead issue, However, we feel that due
to its magnitude and potentially catastophic results, it should be
mentioned in this re~ort,.

The enclosed mav should help make the situation clearer,

The area marked "Fanab Creek Addition- 12,265 acres" is now the

lowar part of the roadless area,
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Shown in maop above are locations of various woter dovolopments that hove been proposed
for Colorade River in or adjacent to Grand Canyen Pork end Monument. Under one
propotal a Marble Canysn dam on the Colorado ahove park (uppar right on map) would
supply water Ly way of long tunnel (solid line) 1o power plonl at mouth of Kanab Crook,
or te storage reserveir behind dom on Konab Creek, actording to power demand. Part

Dawen Jor Natvowad Parly Maguzine by Federal 100

of tunnel would pass undor parklends, and on adit, or access shufr te tunne!, would le
within park, The Kunab Creek dam, power plant, and possibly twe cther adit. would la
within proposed 42,000-acre Kanab Creek addition to park. Showa are damsies in path
which aro pessibilities under so-called Multiple Dam Plan. Thero are olin schames for doims
on river below presorvations, sore of which would buck watar inte monumant, pork, or bota.
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ADDENDUNM ITI

Sources

Portions of this report were nlagarized from the Forest Service
revort on the Kanab Cresk Roadless Area presented at a public meeting
in Williams on April 21, 1972. That renort was written and presented
by Big Sorings District Ranger Fred Arbogast, whom we met and
interviewed in Fredonia and so gained further information., Ve
remember him with great kindness, The material about llarble Canyon
Dam, etc, was obtained from Natlonal Parks lagazine, Aoril 1962
and April 196, and the Sierra Club Bulletin, May 1966, The remainder
of our material was gained throush activities and observations of

our study groun,
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