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I. GENTRAL DESCRIPTION

The Wet Beaver Creek Roadless Area, a 10,720 acre tract
lying east of Camp Verde, Arizona, consists of a central canyon
formed by Vet Beaver Creek and several small, dry, nameless tributary
canyons,

The landscape is dominated by monolithic escarpments perched
atop rugged volcanic slopes rising sharply as much as 1000 feet from
the boulder-strewn streambed. Along the length of the canyon,
stretches are common where, twenty or forty fect above the canyon
floor, the chaparral-clotihied slopes yield to vertical sandstone bluffs,
which, couvled with the volcanic cliffs, render entry imnossible at
all points but the extrerie western and extreme sastern ends of the
roadless unit,

It is due to its inaccessability that Vet Beaver has thus far
escaped the damase from heavy recreational use and grazing which 1is
so evident in the lowef canyon of its sister canyon, West Clear Creek,
Since only a few enthusiasts (or maniacs, whichever the case may be)
are willing to swim the many deecp, clear pools lying between the
narrow sandstone canyonside;, the majority of the area is virtually
unvisited by man.

Waere the canyon [loor broadens, thic permcimal springfed
wraters of et Beaver Creel: nourish dense, entirely deciducus stands
of the comrion low-elevation Southwestern riparian trees., Interestinely
cottonwoods and sycamores are nearly absent within the boundries of_
the roadloss aren, “he delicate streamaide ~roundcover 1s commletelyr
untouched, with oridence of hurianlty limlted to very rare wnieccce
ol litter,

Yamy sen~birds find shelter in the ri-arian canopr, oand -

1

e e d Ao o~ S Tt 1. i PRI [ DR A = BN - e mm el A
lar valLCuy oL ITaTmeditn, Lhciludli” bald on 101"*'-'- e —wrd oy Ly

LIS B



and black and gzrey hawks freguent the canyon, Animal 1ife is
abundant, ecnsisting, in nart, of mountain lion, bobecat, coyote,
deer, and bear, Hative fish populations, with the excention of the
Verde bonytail, have been decimated by the introduction of rainbow

trout and the past chemical extermination of earp, which have since

rencrulated the streon,



II. CUTSIODI ITTFLUZYNCES

Frivate Tond- occurs ncwhere within the roadless area; however

the li0-z2cre Vet Beaver Ranch is located two miles downstream of the
western border., It maintains cattle which are imnocunded by a fence
that runs alongside the berder, Tresently, it is of little
consequence to the wilderness auality of et Beaver, but the vossibile-
ity of further develoncment rust not be overlooked,

Vinersl nctential- is nil, ilo active claims are kmovm,

Grazing- activity is present in the canyon only on the et Beawwr

Creel: Ranch, althouch the surrounding desert flatlands are heavily
grazed by Bar D Ranch cattle,

Access- as stated earlier, is limlted to the canyon's extremities,
Cn the eastern ed=e of the roadless unit, a 1arge side canyon leads
from the forested rim country to the dry streambed of Wet Beaver
2 mile above the springs, The upper reaches of the side canyon are
easily accessible by cér, but descent 1s difficult and only feasible
by foot., Three and one-half miles west of the roadless area boundry,
at the Beaver Creek Ranger Station, two trails (Bell and Apache Maid)
originate, Apache Maid is a Jeep trail which leads to the rinm,
forminz the border of the roadless area, Bell Trail follows the
north side of the creek and is passable by car only as [ar as the
USAS Gaugming Station on the roadless orea's western boundry, After
the cuarine station it turns into a footpmath which winds along tie
canyon wall and crosses the stream about one mile upstream, from
there leadin~ T2y over the south rim,
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Zecreabicnal Use- mainly in the Torm of Ifishing, 1s present

alon= tlhe streaw, primarily from the public camprround nenr tne
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is light because cf the extrere inaccessability,

Archeolosical Sites- sevoral exist in the canyon, but none of

any great size or importance are located in the area,

The Forest Service maintains an experimental watershed on the

north rim of the canyon, As part of this nrogram, Jambel's Oak and
other "undesirables" are mothodically defoliated, Because of this,
nunerous roads, and heavy ~razinm corrmitments, the majority of the
land surroundinz the canyon is judged ineligible for wilderness
status,

Timber- there is no harvestable timber within the roadless areca,



IIT, ZCOIZ“ENDATIONS

Without a doubt, the Wet Beaver Creek Roadless Area meets
every legal criterian for a wilderness designation, That alone is
sufficient reason for such action, but when the social and ecological
considerations are added to the weight of the arguement, an unblased
judge would have no choice but to emphatically supnort the inclusion
of this area into the Wilderness Preservatim System,

Remoteness, pristine character, and inaccessabillity promise to
lure future adventure seekers and wilderness enthusiasts to this
canyon sanctuary, Wilderness status would not only protect Wet Beaver
Canvon for use by these peovple, but also from damage at the wake of
their footsteps. Admittedly, fear of uveruse or developement is
prematufc at best, but the course of the past few years has demonstrat-
ed that man's folliful bapacity is not to be under-estimated. By
compelling the Forest Service to manage this true wilderness as a
Wilderness, we would assure that they will not lapse into laxness,

a tend@cy often observed.(i,e, Mineral King, and in our own state,
the San Francisco Peaks,)

Recreational benefits of the preservation of Wet Beaver Creek
should not be allowed to overshadow its importance as a sanctuary for
predatory birds, scveral rarc specics of which exist and nossibly
brecd in the canTon., Sishtin~s br our ~roup include the blacl hawlz,
gray hauwlz, rcoldcen ea~le, and osnrey,
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Wilderness Society should supvort a Wet Beaver Wilderness Area with
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borders followin~ the rin of the canyon {rom the U33S Guasing Station
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ADDENDA

I. SOURCZS

The majority of our information, such as the presence of
gray and black hawks, comes from observations made by our group
durins a two-day hike throusgh the lensth ol the roadless area,
June 12-13,

Additional information was obtained through Forest Service
publications and a lengthy interview, on June 9, with Beaver Crecl

District Ranger Robert Gillies,
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