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I. GEVERAL DESCRIITION

The 'Ylest Cloar Creck Roadless Arca ecxtends Tor twenty miles

-

from the upner reaches of Willow and Clover Canvons, whieh converrse

to _form West Clear Creck, to the mout™ of tic main canvon anvroxinately

ten miles eaat of Carm Verde, Arizona,

The strean, a maior tributsry of the Verda Miver, arises

from sorings at the sources of Jillow and Zlover Creclks, both

permanent waterways, The orisinal volume ol water is surlemented

by additional s»nrin~s scathered alonm the tventr-mile lenath ol the

canyon,

Ylest Clear Creelr w nds 1ts woy throurh a shectacular and

precivitous canyon, and nasses Lhroursh donderosa pinc with mixed

econifer forests bo the transitional ninon-iminer bione to the "ure

Uvner Sonoran desert 1ife zone so characteristic of the central

Verde Vallev,

1 ST - n
THo UPPER UAACHES

The enstern-riost nart of the canron extends beyond the

Vogollon Rim, with lowest elevations ncar the 6500 Tooi lovel,

*

The arees is cormosged of an unner sitrat~ ol Coconino sandstone with

underlyine alternate lavers of ipneous and scdimentary rocl,

“rom the canvon floor. the walls rige un to 1300 Teect at a

(o))

0° angle until threc-nuarters of the uny to the rim where they rield

to shoer sandstone cliiffs,., fhe slores are heavils Tforostoed with

"

virein stands of mixed conifers and Sambel' cali, The ccnifers reach
|

ineredible helcats, ~ivine the canyon.an auvesome primeval aprearance,
\] —
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Portunatelyr, these forests arc smared from cubting due to their

inaccossabilitr, thus escanine the fate of thelr neishbors above the

consistin~ »rimarily of nonderosa pinec, are




traversed by miad legging trnils and are gorely scarred by

n

irresponsible "selective"” cuttiiar,

e nifon-deniinated 1ife zenes, locased wunst of the rine-fir
forests at somewhat louer elevations, have been, for the most nart,
eleared by bulldozsrs to »rovide forare for ca?tle and introduced
antelope, neither of which occur belew the rir,

The streambed in the nine and pifion zones is choled with a

thich rivarian -routh consistin~ of Gambel's oalk, single-lcal ash,

mapel, and nondercsa wine with assorted firs and spruce in the higher

elevations, The undergrowth, an abundant layer of bushes and sround

covers such as wild grapevines, wild rose, ferns, ncttles, and ~rassecs,

is untouched, O“vidence of crazin~ and other abuse, excentin~ a rare

depesit of litter, is totally absent, Cccasional dry side canrons

add variety to the ares.. llanr are enclosed br hi~h vertical cliffs

and supnort extensive virqin forests whilch are sometimes 3o donse

that the onl romd cover present is a 1avor of mosa and ferns . blanltet-
y P

tins the entire forest floor,

Faunal vcrulations are nlso healthy and natural wlth the

exception of the fish population which includes introduced rainbow

g

trout that have sunerceded somc of the native Tish, At places, beaver

ponds offer habwtﬂt to larmer {ishes, armons them the Verde bonv ail,

a local fish confined $o a fow tributaries of the Verde liver,

llunting ia rendered irmpossible br the ru~~od conyons, so the

deer, ellr, mountain lion, bobeat, and coyote concontrations are un-

harassed,, .

The rich ripqﬂlan srowth shelters a ]arnﬁ variety of sonrblrdu

and raptars, Tartial 1lists of the fauna of "West Clear Creel: annoar

in Addendun 1,
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The peolopic appearance of this area
same ag the ur»er area, with the addition of mnore volcanic material,
Slope veretation is corron to the Upner Jomoran 1ife zone, with
juniner bein~ the déminant plant in rmeh of the area, Orasses (severly
overarazed), namﬂalaris, and small cactus commvse the aroundcover of
the lower elevations, but they disanmear as the elevation increases
and the juniner crowths bhecome denser and intermingled with »iNon.,
e creek bed is wider than in the upner resions, and the
creel: bed 1s covered with larrse boulders, The ~sroundecover is ginilar
toe the unner reaches, but has dama~ed br cattle, TYThe pine-Lir stands
arec renlaced mainly by cottonwood, sycaxore, and Arizona walnut,
Differences in wildlif~ inelude the absence of ellt and beaver,
and the addition of Javelina,
Visible damarme Trom heavy recreational urne is mininal considering
the prreat number of reonle {(anmroximatelsr 100) whier deseend on tho
Bull Ten Ranch vieinitr at werlronderly inkervals, The vater near the
camperounds at the extreoeme western end is i-maire and vossiblr wandrinle-

able becaus~ of cattle fecal mather,



OUTSIDE INFTLULHCES

There are many outside factors whic» mar oflTect wildernoss
designation for VWest Clear Creelr, These fall under the menernl

headings of private inholdingas, archeological considerations, and

PRIVATz IMHONLDINGS, 1W70C,
frazins- 13 present on the rim, on the sloves, and in the canyon

at the lower end, Throe allotmenta, Tacldberrr, Fossil Creek, and

Cottonwood Basin, rin suhstantial wrinter herds in the area, Althoush
use is overly heavr, it is not incormatable with wilderness, Perhans
a soil surver would enavinee the Torea® Service Lo decrease Tubure

cattle numbers,

Timber- at no voint in the canven is the timber harvestable,

However, the rin area is badlr dama~ed by lo~sming activity,

‘iinerals- no 'mowm clains exist,

Water Ricshts- unlmoirm,

"

I'rivate Land- exists at either end of the canyon, wlthin the roadless

B s ial
1

arca., The Bull Fen Rlaneh at the westertn berder has alishtly allocted

the quality of the mouth of the ennyon by dewositing larse volunes
of rarbare at variouns points, The land is marrced by nuncrous abandoned
shaclzs and delanidated fences: nelthor entér the roadless unit bub

are visible from it, The only intrusion 1s a no-lenmer used water

pine extending abont 2 mile inteo the reoadless area on the north banl:

" detract from Lhe

.cf the stream, All in all, those "improveronts
wilderness aqualitr but do not interfere with wilderness desirmation
gince they are mostly confined to land outside its borders,

Additional Improvenents- three Government irprovements under the

direction of the Game and I"ish Denartment, the United States Geolosmical



Surver, and the Torest Service lie within or nenr the Recadless Area,

Fal

These are, respectivelv, a tramwar three-auarters of a mile west of

the_mouths of "Willow and Clover Canvons, used Tfor fish implantations;

a guaring station and a tramway within a mile of Tull Ten Ranch, usoc

by the USGS for access into the canvon; and a twentry-unit public

camppround near 3ull Ten Hanch, Only the carmeoround is of sisnilicance

N

to this discussion, Since it vrovides caswv access te the Roadless
Area, trouble nay arise in the fubtvure when recreational use incrcases
nast healthful levels,

1.

Power I.ines~ sunnorted by towers on either side of the rim cross

the roadless upit about five miles west of the junction of "illow and
Clover Canyons, However, immact 1s insimificant, The towers arec
outside the reoadless aren and the lines arec barely visible Trom the
canyon floor,
ARCITIOT,OGICAT, CONMSID IATIONS

Accordin~ Lo a lorest Service representative, several anciont cliff
dwellings exist within the Roadless Aroa, includinz one huge one of
creat importance, These ruins are scatitered along the north rin of
he canyon, e exact locations are not available to the »Hublle for
obvious reasons, In addition, a wall of petroglyrhs vag found by our
team near the Game - and Fish tramwar, Thesc were defaced by vandalous

initlals and scorrilcus characters, A wilderness desicnaticon wonld

undoubtedly gave other, rmore irmortant archeological sites from similar

PUBLIC USH
Tost public use is confined to the areq near the camporound,
althoush several seldom-used access trails exist along the lea~th of

he canyon, Huntins is not feasible, so the majority of users cosists

£ hikers, nicnickers, and Tisherncn, Impact 1s still sli~ht, but

- - 1 - A - "
incroased uso, especianlly in the hisher lands, could harn tho Adelicato

streambed plant cormunity,




RIECOMII TDATIONS

Me West Clear Creelr Noadless Area is Tound te be eninently

qualified for wildermess deslmnatiecn, Tis irmroriance lie

2

net only
in its recrcational valuec but alséd in its cecole~ical simnificance,

i from beine~ lor O ovmioue s arivis 1t oncommanses
It ig far T bel ecolo~ricallr mmique; contrarivise, 1t o nasses

the three most common 11fs zeones in northern Arizona, and Lo ns thereln

—

ies its true value, as 2 sin~le remafinine undisturbed exam»le of 2ll
southwestern u11dorworn The canTon snang the nine-snruce-Cir biome,
the pinnn-juxipor binﬂn, and the desert shrub bleme, providins a
pristine livina laboratorry for future selentists and nature enthusiasts
to observe unaltered the three najor ccosystens of the area,

Trotected within its bonndries arc not enly the faniliar
Arizona wildlif~ srecles, Dut also many less abundant oat .
Rofumees of the ~qulclilly diminichings no-ulations of beaver, ell, moumnt-
ain 110ﬁ, bobeat, and edsles would find permanant sanctuary in a
Clear Cree)r “ilderncss, (Also mnrezent are animals net vet endancered
but of very loealized ranme, These includs the Verde bonvtail and
the black—ua110ﬂ rattlesnalze Ogvorey anl black hawks, both ~mite
rare, orc not normally thouchi Lo Tremuent the eroa, but our aromn
recorded two defintle si~htin~s of each durin~ our shori stay,)
We are led to the conclusion that wllderness for Yest Cle%r

Creclz would benelfit both +the neonle and wildlife of the mited States,

,.

while addinrs rmceh needed diversification to the Mational 'Wildermess
Treservation System, For these reasons we urcse the Uilderness
Soclety to sup-ort wilderness studr aﬁd aporoval of a 15,021 acre
wilderness as surz~eatod by the Torest Serviee preliminary'nlan.

N

In our oninion, an inecrease in use wonld interfere with tho

animal and nlan® 1ife of the canron, Thercfore we susmest that access



that it 18 conbrarv Ho the sacred nrincinle of multinle usco and is

remain limited and publfic nse be vassively disconransed, The major
arca of use shonld remain at the moush of the canyon, nreferably at
the cammground outside the wilderness. To achieve this roal it 18
necessary to insure that no im roved roads or trails leading to the
Noadless Area be constructed east of Bull T'en Ilanch,

Because of the devestation above the rim and Forest Service
managerent preferences, we suggest that boundries bo set to coincide

with the rim of the canvon rumnmin~ Trom Bull Ten Ranch ecast approximate-
L4

T

17 twenty miles Lo the Tarihest reaches of Willow and Clover Canvons
. o o »

A1l roadless sides canrons in the interin should be included, as well
as Devil's Yindnivne, a varallel to Test Clear Creelr that will Probably
be excluded from the Foreat 3Service plan, Dy eoxcludin~ any land above
the rim, we are also exeludineg nearly all nrivate inholdinss with
danaginm notential, leavinsg the aren with only two a»narent impediments

to its becomin~ wilderness:

1) Trivate acrease in illow and Clover Canrvons; and
2) The llorest Service,

The former, we wore assured by 3eaver Crecl: District Ranmer
Robert Gillles, will vrescnt 1it5le problen since plans are already
underwar to trade the private lands for Forost land elsevhere, and
are exnccted Lo bo succossliul,

e seecond immedirient, however, it net so easily dismisseq,
Durine our interview with Ran~er i.111ies, it becanc obvious that

the Torest Service is hostile teo all wildernsss, thelr reasons beinn
r
cxcossively restrictive as recards mana~senent nractlces, DBoth of these
alle~asiona are factvual to some ecibont, bub Alsa~reencnt ‘arises
betwesn our frcticns as te whether these armements are cvidenece

. - -~

arainst wilderness or actuvally justiflcations thereol, Our group



believes the latter and hones theot
persue wilderness desirnation for

vigor in lisht of the cbstacle mosc

tho

¥

sa Coclietr will

eclt with even rreater

34 by the Torest Service biag,



ADDTIIT

Some wildlife oceurrinc~ within the loadless Aren:

MAMITATS BIRNS
Juskrat Diprer
s:Beaver Raven
21k « I'oraing, white-winced
Decr dove
+Coyote s0sprey
sMountain ann Turker vulture
w:Bobeat soellarta jar
Slaunk (striped, hooded, hom-nosed) HunﬂinWbirdu
Raccon Jaterfowl (mallards,
Rinstall cats American coots)
Javelina Violet preen swallow

Rourgi=winged swallow

=Folden canle

#Bald eacle

ww3lack havilc

Band=-tailed pimecon
I"TSIT Ylestern tanmier

Rainbow trout
#Verde bonytall
Carn {suclkers)

Bullhend - ROPTILES, ANTHIBIAMS
Jlue~ill
Catffsh T.eonard Tror

Western marter

~

Santa Craz ~arter
Sagtern fence lizords
Whiptall lizards
Blaclk-tailed rattlesnaln
(presence assumerl)

.

Tonds
Weshorn racer
Cecllared lizard

. - e — T — e e — c—  —p—

2+ of srnecial irmortance .

4+ Az, TGane and Figh nlans to resume covote cradicaticon as soon
as le~ally nocsible,



